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%Weisburgradmii'?'
‘touch-up’ letter; -

denies connection

By TOM RAUM
Times Staff Writer

Writer Harold Weisburg has
confirmed he originated a
request last March 12 asking a
California artist to "touch-up"
photos of Tampan Kerry
Thorpley to .make them look
like Lee Harvey Oswald. But
the writer denies that New Or-
leans Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison
had anything to do with the
project.

In a story yeslerday, The
Times disclosed that a letter
bearing Weisburg's name and
what appeared to be the offi-
cial letterhcad of Garrison's
office was semt to California
artist Fred Newcomb asking
for the retouching job.

TlIORNLE\"S lawyer, Ar-
nold Levinei said he believed
the touch-up was to be used by
Garrlson to support a theory
that the Tampan posed as Os-
wald on geveral occasions
when Oswald was away from

"' New Orleani,

Weisburg, who has published
four books on the Kennedy as-
sassination, including **White-
wash” and “Oswald in New
Orleans,”” told The Times
from his home In Frederick,
Md., that Garrison did not ask
him to write the letter, or tell
him to send photos of Thornley
to the artist to be retouched.

Then why was the request
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on the District Attorney's let-
terhead? I dictated it to one
of (Garrison's) typists. I never
saw it again and I didn't know
she had uscd the letterhead.”

WEISBURG SAID he dic-
tated the letter “because of
my illegible handwriting. 1If
you saw my handwriting you'd
know why I had to diclate the
letter.”

“At no time have I repre-
sented having any connection
with Garrison,” said the
wriler.

Weisburg did not explain
why he was allowed the ser-
viccls of Garrison's typing

“I have oflen been accused
of being responsible for Garri-
son's interest jn Thornley,"
Weisburg  told The Times.
“This is absolutely incorrect.
Garrison's interest in Thornley
was inevitable.”

THORNLEY, 29, who present-
ly resides in Tampa at 726 S.
Slst St., was in the same Ma-
rine Corps unit with Oswald in
1959. The Tampan is awailing
trial on charges of perjury re-
sulting from a Garrison
prompted New Orleans grand
Jury investigation of the Ken-
nedy assassination,

Garrison contends Thornley
lied about an alleged associ-
ation with Oswald in New Or-
leans during the months prior
to the 1963 assassination.
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Weisburg admittedly sent
four sets of Thornley's picture
to artist Newcomb and re
quested “What I would lik
you lo do with one of each pai
is pretend you were a make-u
man doing the minimum nec-
essary to make Thornley look
as much -as possible like Os-
wald..,.”

AFTER BEING read over
the phone the entire letter,

“which was reproduced in yes-

terday's Timces, Weishurg con-
firmed he was the author.

Weisburg charged that the
letter and the partially re-
touched photos were leaked to
The Times as “part of the
propaganda campaign being
waged against myself and Mr,
Garrison."

“Your paper Is being used
as a dupe,” he said.

Weisburg commented he
personally ‘‘agrees with what
Garrison says about the assas-
sination in theory” but dis-
agrees with him on “a number
of details.”

BRIEFLY, GARRISON
vholds that Oswald, David Fer-
rie, Clay Shaw and Jack
Ruby, working on the fringe of
lhe CIA, gave birth to the as- |
assination plot while they
C\'ere in New Orleans in 1963,

It was during this time that
Garrison alleges  Thornley
met with his old Marine corps
acquaintance.
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Veichuge gald he has—bssn—
{o New Orleans “half a dozen
times to conduct my own in-
vestigation. 1 never lived In
New Orleans, however, and I
never spent more than two
weeks there at one time.”

It was apparently on one of
these visits that the ‘“touch-
up” letter was written.

An aide to Garrison has de-
nied the district attorney had
intentions “of using any
‘louched-up® photograph of
Kerry Thornley in his trial.”

Thornley, who has published
a book on Oswald, denies
official wil represent South
seeing the accused assassin
anylime after 1959.
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By TOM RAUM
i Times Stalf Writer

Writer Harold Weisburg has
confirmed he originated a
request last March 12 asking a
California artist to “touch-up"
photos of Tampan Kerry
Thornley to-make them look
like Lee Harvey Oswald. But
the writer denies that New Or-
Ieans Dist.’Atty. Jim Garrison
il had anything 10 do with the
project. i
In 8 lstory yesterday, The

Times djisclosed that a letter

bearing Weisburg's name and

what appeared o be the offi-
i cial letlerhecad of Garrison's

office was sert to California
¢ arlist Fred Newcombh asking
for the rgtouching job.

THORNLEY'S lawyer, Ar-

|+ nold Levine, said he believed
‘| the touch-up was o be used by
’ Garrlson to support a theory
”lhal the Tampan posed as Os-
Hwald on several occasions
fwhen Oswald was away from
.'New Orleans.

Weisburg, who has published
four books on the Kenncdy as-
sassination, including “White-
wash” and “Oswald in New
Orleans,” {old The Times
from his home In Frederick,
Md., that Garrison did not ask
him to write the letter, or tell
him to send photos of Thornley
to the artist lo be retouched.

Then _why was the request

e

.——“Weisbur;admif?'

on the District Attorney's let-
terhead? I dictated it to one
of (Garrison's) typists. I never
saw it again and I didn't know
she had uscd the letterhead.”

WEISBURG SAID he dic-
tated the letler ‘‘because of
my illegible handwriting. 1f
you saw my handwriting you'd
know why 1 had to dictate the
letter.”

“At no time have I repre-
sented having any connection
with Garrison,” said the
writer.

Weisburg did not explain
why he was allowed the ser-
viccls of Garrison's typing

“I have oflen been accused
of being responsible for Garri-
son’s inlerest in Thornley,”
Weisburg told The Times.
“‘This is absolutely incorrect.
Garrison’s interest in Thornley
was inevitable,”

THORNLEY, 29, who present-
ly resides in Tampa at 726 S.
S1st St., was in the same Ma-
rine Corps unit with Oswald in
1959. The Tampan is awailing
trial on charges of perjury re-
sulting from a Garrison
prompted New Orleans grand
jury investigation of the Ken-
nedy assassination.

Garrison contends Thornley
lied aboul an alleged associ-
ation with Oswald in New Or-
leans during the months prior
to the 1963 assassination.
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touch-up’ letter;
' denies connection

Weisburg admittedly semt
four sets of Thornley's picture
to artist Newcomb and re
quested “What 1 would lik
you lo do with one of each pai
is pretend you were a make-u
man doing the minimum nec-
essary to make Thornley look
as much as possible like Os-
wald...”

. AFTER BEING read over
the phone the entire letter,
" which was reproduced in yes-
terday's Timcs, Weishurg con-
firmed he was the author.

Weisburg charged that the
letter and the partially re-
touched photos were leaked to
The Times as “part of the
propaganda campaign being
waged against myself and Mr,
Garrison.” ;

“Your paper is being used
as a dupe,” he said.

Weisburg commented he
personally ‘‘agrees with what
Garrison says about the assas-
sination in theory” but dis-
agrees with him on “‘a number
of detalls.”

BRIEFLY, GARRISON
+holds that Oswald, David Fer-
rie, Clay Shaw and Jack
Ruby, working on the [ringe of

the CIA, gave birth to the as-

assination plot while they
f\'ere in New Orleans in 1963,
It was during this time that
Garrison  alleges  Thornley
met with his old Marine corps
acquairtance.
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~Welchugp gald he has-basa—
{o New Orleans “half a dozen
times to conduct my own in-
vestigation. I never lived ia
New Orleans, however, and [
never spert more than two
weeks there at one time,”

It was apparently on one of
these visits that the *touch-
up” letter was written,

An aide to Garrison has de-
nied the district attorney had
intentions “of using any
‘touched-up® pholograph of
Kerry Thornley in his trial."”

Thornley, who has published
a book on Oswald, denies
official wil represent South
seeing the accused assassin
anylime after 1959.
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Writer Harold Welsburg ‘has.
quest last March 12 asking a

bearing Weisburg's name and
what appeared fo-be the: offi-
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artist Fred Newcomb “asking
for the retouciung job. )

THORNLEY’S lawyer, Ar-

the touch-up was to be used by
Garrison to support a theory
that the Tampan posed.as Os-:
wald on several occasions
when Oswald was away from
New. Orleans.: .

“Weisburg, who.has published
four books on the Kexmzd as-.
sassination, rcludin
wash” and “Oswald in New.
Orleans,” told The Times

Md., that Garrison did not ask
him to write the letter, or tell

to the artist to be retouched.
Then why was the request

Wels u

confirmed he, originated a .
ifornia artist to “tauch-up” . '

d'fg :photos of Tampan: Kerry_r
5 r'Ibomley to.-make them: look’

S Lee Hdtvey Oswald. But ~
e tba ‘writer denies that New Or~: .

3 leans Dist. Atty. Jim Garrisop:
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Welsburg did mt “explain
~ why hc wa} alIowed*the sere -

cial letterhead ‘of “Garrison’s 4
office was' sent té - California .

nold Levine, gaid he believed. .

“gulting from a’

from ‘his home In Frederick,

him to send photos of Thornley *

fouch up Ieﬂer

on the District- Attpmey 8 1et-
» terhead? “I dictated”it to one
of (Gatrison’s), typists. I never :

saw it again and I didn’t know -
she had used the: letcerhea "

WEISBURG SAXD he die-
anl;w e..of

m #aw my- hudwﬁtingwu’d .

w why I had to dxctlte the

“letter,”

YAt o time haveI i
% R AR
;it ‘, . Yerday's Times, ‘Weisburg con-

Gamson,"

typing

l"’,?i havq a!te!i been nccused'

of responsihle for Gavri-
son’s: tereat in Thornley,”
Weishurg told The Timey.
“This js abeolutely incorrect.

Garrison’s interest in Thomley
1 Was lnevitable " :

d ’l'l{ORNLEY. 21, who present-

1y resides-in Tamipa at 726 S.

- Blst St., was in: the same Ma-
.. rine Corps-upit with Oswald i
* 1959, 'The ‘Tampan-

trial o charges of

New: Orlqans grand

prom
pted ofbhoKen-

nvi

e / assassination...

Garrison contends ’I‘hornléy
lied about an aueged ‘associ-

ation with Oswald in New Or- ~ :
leans during the ‘months prior - %

to the 1963 mmlm .
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Welsburg admlttedly sent.
!Our sets of Thornley’s picture
to artist Newcomb and “re-
quested “What 1 -would like
you to do with one of each: pair
. is pretend you were a make-up
man doing the minimum nec-
. gssary to make Thornley. look
as much as. possible like Os-
wald :

" AFTER BEING read over'

W& cghone the . entire letter,
was repfoduced in yes-

firiited ke, was the author, - .

Weisburg. charged that the
- letter and the partially re-
touched photos were leaked to
The Times as “part of the
propaganda campaign being
-waged ngamst myself and Mr,
Gargison.”

Your: paper is being «used
‘as a dupe,” he said, -

.‘Welsburg commented he

y “agrees with what
Garmon says abm:t the assas-

. sination. in’ theory"  but - dis-
" agrees with numbqr
of detmIs.

Gm ISON
bold! that-Oswald,  David Fer+
‘“tle; Clay. Shaw and Jack
- Ruby, working of the fringe of
“the.CIA, gave:birth to the as-
_Bdssination .plot " while . they
* were:in Néw Oﬂeans in 1963.

‘ thu time that

An nﬁq ﬁs de-
nled the Mﬂwmy had
“intentions’ Sof uslug any
““ouched-up’.-

‘Kerry Thormnlay in his trial, "’

“'Thornley, who has published
& hbook on- Oswald, - denies
ificial wil - represent South
seeing - the- accused assassin

amytime affer: 1059,




